
Following an orien-
tation workshop at 
Provincial Disaster 
Management Author-
ity (PDMA) Sindh 
headquarters in Kara-
chi, the team is poised 
to hit the ground run-
ning. Team members 
included (back row, 
from left to right)
Murtaza Siddiqi, Fa-
heem Raza Khuhawar, 
Rab Nawaz Channa, 
Waseem Ashraf, 
Ahsan Ali Shah, Man-
soor Ahmed Chachar, 
Kashif Ali and Tomo-
hiro Yamanaka and 
front row (l-r) Daud 
Soomro, Shujaat Raza 
Soomro, PDMA Sindh 
Director General 
Danish Saeed, Altaf 
Hussain, Mona Shah, 
Alanna Jorde and 
Islamuddin Rahimoon.
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Tomohiro Yamanaka, 

Project Coordinator (Islamabad)
Tomohiro Yamanaka, United Nations Volunteers 
(UNV) programme Project Coordinator, is based 
in Islamabad. Having served as a UN Volunteer 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer for the Resident 
Coordinator’s Support Office, UN Mission In 
Sudan, and as Programme Officer for emergency 
response in earthquake-affected Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir for the Japan Center for Conflict 
Prevention, Tomo has expertise in coordination 
and early recovery following emergencies. 

Tomo has also worked as a peace educator 
for the Department of Peace Studies at the University of Bradford 
in the United Kingdom (UK), where he also trained as a facilitator in 
conflict resolution. He holds several degrees, including a Master of 
Philosophy and Master of Arts in Conflict Resolution from the University 
of Bradford, Bachelor of Arts in Journalism from Utah State University 
in the United States, Bachelor of Arts in English from Kansai Gaidai 
University in Japan as well as a Certificate in Counseling from the 
University of Leeds in the UK.

It is Tomo’s belief that one’s humanity is inextricably bound up in the 
humanity of others. A South African indigenous expression, Ubuntu, 
says, “People are people through other people”. Tomo believes 
volunteerism is the basis and the embodiment of what Ubuntu implies, 
which inevitably must lead to the establishment of positive and 
sustainable peace.

Alanna Jorde, 
Communications Officer (Islamabad)
Alanna Jorde, UNV Communications Officer, 
is a seasoned and versatile communications 
professional with nearly two decades of 
experience working on four continents for 
nongovernmental organizations, research 
institutes, multilateral associations, newspapers 
and magazines. 

After graduating with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Political Science, Alanna worked 
as a journalist for a decade in Canada before 
a passion to address social, political and 
economic injustices beyond her borders prompted her to return to 
university in 2004 to pursue a Master of Arts degree in Human Security 
and Peacebuilding. Alanna travelled to Jakarta, Indonesia and Yangon, 
Myanmar as Chief Editor of a series of books for the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations that chronicled its response to Cyclone Nargis. 
Most recently, Alanna produced reports for Catholic Relief Services 
highlighting the impact of its job creation, poverty reduction, HIV-
prevention and Parish Social Ministry programs in Moldova. She previously 
volunteered for a year with a community-based organization that assists 
vulnerable people affected by the catastrophic AIDS epidemic in Uganda. 

“Besides being a lesson in humility, working and living in developing 
countries has taught me that peace, justice, equality and freedom must be 
achieved everywhere before they can truly exist anywhere. Volunteerism 
has a significant role to play in attaining these lofty ideals”, says Alanna.

“
Volunteerism is the 
basis and embodi-
ment of what the 
South African indig-
enous expression 
Ubuntu implies ... 
People are people 
through other people.

”
Tomohiro Yamanaka, 
UNV Project Coordinator
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James Gasson, 
GIS/Information Management 
Officer (Islamabad)
When he was a 
boy, James Gasson 
read Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Treasure 
Island, which features 
quite possibly the 
most amazing map 
ever drawn – that of 
the Treasure Island 
itself.

Seeing the map in 
print stirred a desire 
in James to work with maps, and in 2001 he was 
recruited by the Ordnance Survey, the National 
Mapping Agency of Great Britain. He has been 
working on Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS) projects ever since and he holds a Master 
of Science degree in GIS.

Recently, James decided that it was time to do 
something useful with his life, which lead him to 
become a UNV GIS/Information Management 
Officer. He says he jumped at the chance when 
presented the opportunity to volunteer for the 
UN.
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“
The PDMA Sindh is 
the main repository 
of rescue, relief and 
rehabilitation work in 
the province. By work-
ing with it, I’m able to 
contribute towards 
the betterment of mil-
lions of lives.

”
Murtaza Siddiqi, 
Field Team Leader

Murtaza Siddiqi, 
Field Information Management Officer (Karachi)
After focusing single-mindedly on his career, becoming a UN volunteer was 
precisely the catalyst Murtaza Siddiqi says he needed to “rejuvenate the 
fiery idealism of his youth and the spirit to give back to society”. With a Mas-
ter of Science degree in Telecommunication and Networks and more than 
half of a decade of professional experience, Murtaza was recruited as Field 
Information Management Officer in October 2011 and later promoted Field 
Team Leader. He is based at the Provincial Disaster Management Author-
ity (PDMA) Sindh, which he says is the main repository of rescue, relief and 
rehabilitation work in the province. By working with it, I’m able to contribute 
towards the betterment of millions of lives”.

Daud Soomro
Field Information Management Officer (Karachi)
Daud Soomro is fulfilling a lifelong dream volunteering for the UN as Field 
Information Management Officer based at PDMA Sindh headquarters in 
Karachi. Since his recruitment in November 2011, Daud has been providing 
technical support to the PDMA’s rescue, relief and rehabilitation activities. 
He says he has learned a great deal about emergency response, relief, 
rehabilitation and disaster prevention. After earning a Bachelor and Master 
of Computer Science from the University of Sindh Jamshoro, he launched 
his career as a Senior System Engineer for the Regional Headquarters 
of the National Database and Registration Authority in Sukkur. He later 
provided systems support to AKN Messaging Technologies in Karachi and 
was recruited as a Technical Team Leader for Axact Private Limited, also in 
Karachi. 
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Hyderabad

“
Volunteers have a vital 
role to play in motivat-
ing communities to 
become more sustain-
able and resilient.

”
Mona Shah, 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
Advocacy Officer, Hyderabad

Mona Shah, Disaster Risk Reduction Advocacy Officer
Mona Shah has six years of experience in the social development sector. Her professional toolbox includes an array of skills that includes 
conceptualizing and implementing projects, designing advocacy campaigns, carrying out qualitative research and monitoring and evaluation. She 
also has developed public-private partnerships for community development and infrastructure schemes for women. Mona holds a postgraduate 
degree in Sociology from Sindh University and a diploma in Leadership and Management from Iqra University Islamabad. “Volunteers have a vital 
role to play in motivating communities to become more sustainable and resilient”, she says.

Islamuddin Rahimoon, Livelihoods/Entrepreneurship Officer
Islamuddin Rahimoon has three years of work experience in social development and in 2011 he graduated from the 
University of Sindh with a Master of Arts degree in Sociology.  Islamuddin is looking forward to applying his professional 
skills and experience, in a multinational work environment, to enhance livelihoods in the district of Hyderabad. He says 
he is proud to be helping his community prepare for and prevent disasters as a United Nations volunteer and he considers 
volunteerism to be both an art form and his hobby.

Kashif Ali Shaikh, Survey/Data Collection Officer
Kashif Ali Shaikh worked in the private sector, most recently as a System Developer, prior to becoming a UN volunteer. 
He was responsible for collecting confidential data in various electronic and/ or hardcopy information storage systems; 
extracting information from databases for the preparation of reports; and supporting; and editing documents in 
accordance with guidelines. Kashif completed a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science from the University Of 
Sindh Jamshoro in 2008. As a UN volunteer, he says he is looking forward to developing his profession and personal skills 
in a congenial work environment.



Larkana “
Volunteerism benefits 
both society at large 
and the individual 
volunteer by strength-
ening trust, solidar-
ity and reciprocity 
among citizens, and 
by purposefully creat-
ing opportunities for 
participation.

”
Ahsan Ali Shah, 
Livelihoods/
Entrepreneurship Officer, 
Larkana

Shujaat Raza, Disaster Risk Reduction Advocacy Officer
Shujaat Raza helped establish a UN office in Sukkur when thousands of people were fleeing the catastrophic monsoon 
floods in 2010. As a volunteer, he collected rapid assessment data that was used by the international community in its 
response to the disaster and he provided logistical assistance to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) team on the ground. Shujaat completed a Master of Arts degree in Political Science in 2008 and he has three years 
of professional experience in the development sector. “Volunteerism is essential to sustainable development and the whole 
world should recognize the importance of volunteerism for development and peace”, he says.

Ahsan Ali Shah, Livelihoods/Entrepreneurship Officer
Volunteerism is nothing new for Ahsan Ali Shah. His first professional experience was as a volunteer with Youth Action for 
Pakistan, a nongovernmental organization where he worked for four years. He went on to complete a Master of Business 
Administration degree from Islamabad’s Iqra University and then served as programme manager for the Health and Nutrition 
Development Society on a project sponsored by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization. Later, he worked for the 
Community Development Foundation on a UN Development Programme Early Recovery Programme project. “Volunteerism 
benefits both society at large and the individual volunteer by strengthening trust, solidarity and reciprocity among citizens, and 
by purposefully creating opportunities for participation”, says Ahsan, who also holds a Master of Arts degree in Economics.

Altaf Hussain, Survey/Data Collection Officer
Altaf Hussain provided information systems support to national and international nongovernmental organizations for more 
than three years prior to becoming a UN volunteer. As a database officer, he helped the International Rescue Committee 
with its rapid assessment survey following the floods in 2010 and 2011. He has also worked for the private sector and 
his professional experience includes management and content management of information systems, administration 
and logistics, monitoring and evaluation, web development and database architecture. Altaf graduated in 2006 from the 
University of Sindh Jamshoro with a Bachelor of Science degree in Information Technology.
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“
Volunteers are mes-
sengers of peace and 
understanding.

”
Faheem Raza, 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
Advocacy Officer, Sukkur
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Faheem Raza, Disaster Risk Reduction Advocacy Officer
Faheem Raza was helping to build the capacity of district government officials in disaster preparation and mitigation when the 
devastating monsoon floods struck Pakistan in 2010. During the humanitarian crisis that ensued, he helped coordinate rescue, 
emergency and early recovery efforts and identify needs and gaps in services in the northern region of Sindh. Over the course 
of a career in development that has spanned more than five years, he has collaborated with several UN agencies, including 
UN Habitat and UNOCHA, co-chaired cluster meetings after the floods and he served as a UN volunteer in 2007. Faheem 
holds a Master of Arts degree in Economics. Volunteers are “messengers of peace and understanding”, who can be “key 
drivers” both in achieving peace and sustainable development and strengthening social and economic relations, he says.

Mansoor Ahmed, Livelihoods/Entrepreneurship Officer
Mansoor Ahmed Chachar has supported development activities for local and international organizations, including several 
UN agencies. As an employee of World Vision, Mansoor assessed the food security situation of vulnerable groups. He 
also has assisted UN Habitat with projects related to water, sanitation and hygiene, shelter, community infrastructure, 
community empowerment and behavioral change and the establishment of disaster risk reduction groups. He worked in a 
variety of clusters for the World Food Programme. Mansoor holds a Masters of Arts degree in Economics from Shah Abdul 
latif University in Sindh. As a citizen of a developing country, he says he “was inspired to join the UN as a volunteer by the 
prospect of contributing to the process of sustainable development”.

Rab Nawaz Channa, Survey/Data Collection Officer
From project design, implementation and management to research, monitoring and evaluation, Rab Nawaz Channa has 
done it all over the course of an eight-year career working for national and international organizations.  Rab Nawaz holds 
Masters of Social Sciences degree with distinction. Inspired by the likes of Pakistan’s founding father, Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
and celebrated Indian visionary and statesman, Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, Rab Nawaz says volunteerism is his passion and it was 
his commitment to and his belief in his community that motivated him to become a UN volunteer.




